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Ethics refer to values indorsed by an individual. Religious leaders are responsible for upholding moral codes and encouraging their followers to do the same. They all draw their teachings from holy books like the Koran and the Bible. For example, God gave the Israelites the ten commandments to act as a guide; they were meant to be a reference for what is morally acceptable and what is not. A biblical example of nonmoral standards are in 1 Corinthians 5 when the Corinthians failed to remove and evil person who was professing Christian from among their fellowship. In this day and age, the clergy occupy electoral positions and are faced with the challenge of acting morally despite the temptations. This paper will reflect on some ethical issues in the world today and how Christian leaders are expected to respond to them. I will cite examples from the Bible where leaders acted morally towards situations. Capital punishment and murder, lying, having other gods, and authority of parents and self defense are the issues I will dig into.
Capital punishment and murder.
Most countries have successfully abolished death sentences terming it as brutal and against human rights, while others continue to carry it out. The act itself is controversial as people tend to reference the floods during Noah’s time claiming that even God murdered His own people when he was angry. Christian leaders condemn capital punishment because God was mad with what He had done and made a promise to never destroy the world with water again. He made the rainbow to act as a reminder of his love and promise not to kill people as punishment. Similarly, pro capital punishment people argue that God killed the first-born sons of the Egyptians as punishment for not letting the Israelites leave (Exodus 11:1-12:36).
 On the issue of murder, some will say that king David went to war and killed many people but still gained favor from God. Some even use the example of Moses. Despite him killing an Egyptian (Exodus 2:11-15), he was still sent by God to deliver the Israelites out of slavery. When people base their ethical judgement on occurrences from the Bible, it’s easy for them to commit or be okay with murder. The clergy should explain to people the importance of respecting human life and not referring to instances in the Bible where God and his servants killed. Human life is precious and should be guarded. Besides, the 5th commandment is ‘do not kill’.
Lying 
Dishonesty and lack of integrity is an ethical issue. Most people find it hard to be honest in their lives. For example, politicians lie and make false promises during campaign periods in order to get votes. Business people often cheat in business when they change their weigh scales or when they sell substandard goods. Students cheating during exams lack ethical values. Plagiarism is also cheating. Some witnesses swear by holy books in court but still lie and give false evidences against other people. Christian leaders encourage us to follow the example of Jesus who never told a lie and was honest in all his dealings. Once someone is known to be dishonest, it is hard for people to believe or entrust them with information. Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11) sold land and lied to the man of God about how much they made and for that reason they were punished. Leaders should lead by example by being honest in all aspects of life (Harris, 2010). Truthfulness is a virtue.
 Having other gods.
The Bible says that we should not worship other gods or make images to represent God and those in heaven. Modern Christians tend to worship money, power, fame, other people, material things and physical pleasures. These things take up God’s position in their lives as they forget to put him first. Their obsession with material things and pride in achievements deny them the chance to acknowledge that God is above everything and the provider. Christian leaders have the responsibility of reminding their followers to worship God. It should be a constant reminder that the blessings, wealth and fame achieved all come from God and he can take them away if they continue to neglect him.
Authority of parents
 	Children are encouraged to obey their parents for it is the only commandment with a promise. The bible promises long life to those who obey their parents. An emphasis has been put on this virtue in Ephesians 6:1-3. Parents are also advised in the same chapter to respect their children and not provoke them to anger. They need to uphold the virtues of love, respect and understanding towards their children. It is unethical for parents to expect respect and honor from their children yet they at times disrespect their children. Leaders have a God given destiny to remind parents and children to respect each other.
Self defense
Some Christians have the tendency of seeking revenge against those who harm and do them wrong. Some may argue that divine justice takes longer and their actions are based on self-defense. Vengeance and bitterness are unethical for Christians. The clergy discourage this type of behaviour terming it as against Jesus’ teachings. In Matthew 5:38-39, Jesus heartens us to not revenge. He teaches that if someone slaps you on the right cheek, do not retaliate. Instead, give him the other cheek so he can slap you too. This is an example Christian leader, Christians and everyone else should emulate (Nass, 2015). Retaliating will only lead to more hatred and animosity among each other.
Obeying those in authority. 
It is ethical to obey those who have authority over us. A lot of people tend to forget that authority is God given. For example, God sent Samuel to go anoint Saul and David as kings of Israel. During the anointing of David, oil would not pour out on his brothers because they were not the chosen ones. This is a clear example of how authority comes from above. From a Christian point of view, disrespecting people in authority equals disrespecting God. As Christians, we should respect our church elders and other leaders. This however, does not mean that employers, leaders and those in power have the right to treat their juniors with disrespect and spite. Jesus explained that a leader is meant to be a servant. He gave an example of service leadership when he washed his disciple’s feet.
Participating in war.
Governments have the responsibility of protecting their citizens from external attacks. Boarders and airspaces need to be safe from invasion. There has been controversy surrounding Christian soldiers going to war. Some reason that war and violence is against biblical teachings. Others claim that governments need to clarify if going to war is ‘justified’ before participating. Christian soldiers are actually doing a good thing by keeping fellow citizens safe. The bible has incidences where kings and leaders led people into war to protect themselves and their lands from invasion. It is however, unethical for a Christian soldier to participate in a war that is not justified. War based on malicious motives or one that leads to mass destruction is against Christian doctrines. Nuclear war has the effect of mass destruction and innocent people get hurt as a result. Christian elders should take part in peace keeping missions and preach peace and harmony (Rae, t 2018). This goes a long way in avoiding war among nations or members in the society. That being said, there has been too been movements to preach peace an justice within the country. The social movement is a group of people who unit together and work toward the establishment of a specific change. There are several reasons why social movements matter, To begin with, they are effective in influencing the status quo of society today. Additionally, an initial social movement has helped in the transformation of the society of today to the better (Buechler, 2016). Mostly, such movement have always collided with politics leading to a significant change of policies. Moreover, the leadership of a country is placed on the elite society hence social movements’ help bringing part of the power to the middle class (Wauters, 2014). Generally, these movement matters since they help to criticize social inequality, and influence major changes in society. 
	The effectiveness of a social movement is based on ensuring that the change that they intended to bring in the society is made. Most social movements have not achieved their aim hence, generally they are uneffective. For example, despite the decades' social movements on gender equality women are still victimized and have lower employment rates in the country. Additionally, despite the black lives matter movements, there are several cases of the police killing unarmed African Americans on the streets. Generally, while most movements have done their best to enforce changes but have partially achieved their goals. 
	One of the social movement that could be considered to be the most ineffective is the Ku Klux Klan. The movement has focused on motivating white supremacy in society today. However, their effort has been faced by hostility from the community and the country at large. For example, in their recent movement only twenty people showed up and they were overshadowed by thousands of ant protestors. To make the social movement more sustainable the organizers should focus on the changes that are more acceptable by the majority of the society (Haidt, 2013). The movement is focused on encouraging racism, even individuals who are racist do not want to be considered racist. Moreover, their objective is past their time and society is fighting against an individual with such a mindset. Generally, the objectivity of any organization influences the effectiveness of the movement.Violence is a vice.
Suicide, abortion and euthanasia. 
Christian leadership involves preaching against murder of any kind. Taking one’s own life is murder. There is no exception for abortion. This is killing an unborn child either surgically or by use of pills and other medication. Euthanasia also referred to as mercy killing is deliberately aiding in someone’s death so as to alleviate pain and suffering. There has been divergent views on this act because not all mercy killings are done for the benefit of the patients. Some may want to inherit wealth, get rid of their old folks or avoid the responsibility of taking care of the sick and elderly. Church elders should be at the forefront in campaigning against these vices. The bible has incidences where people committed suicide. For example, Saul took out his sword and fell on it (1 Sam 31:4). Judas hang himself after he betrayed Jesus. These are cases that are vehemently condemned by Christians. Some constitutions allow abortion if it is done to save the life of the mother. If done otherwise, the culprits may face a jail term. Taking part in constructive mental health conversations goes a long way in promoting mental stability (Harris, 2010). Encouraging people to seek counselling is the first step in championing for mental well being thus reducing cases of suicide attempts.
Discrimination
In the society of today, one of the major social problems is racism, Drug abuse and sustainable life. The rationale for selecting these problems is based on the population of people that it influences according to the national information. The unemployment rate of African-Americans and the Latin-Americans is relatively higher than the one of white people (Nietzsche, 2017). Additionally, a high population of people in America lives in their cars since they cannot afford houses from the income they get. All this has been as a result of discrimination.  most people are drug addicts with alcohol and opioids among the major addictive drugs. Discrimination is unethical. Prejudice against people based on religion, color or social status is wrong. The bible warns against such vices. Such biases lead to animosity and hatred among people. Racial and religious discrimination have been a fuel for war among countries and individuals. We are instructed to not judge others because God is the only judge (Matthew 7:1). Additionally, the book of Galatians 3:28 states that there is neither Jew or Greek, slave or free, male and female for we are all one in Christ Jesus. People tend to treat others differently forgetting that in the eyes of God we are all equal. Holding on this hand, this movements have evolved to fight for rights people are deprived. Social movements are groups of people that are united together with a specific objectives to bring change in the society. I have actively involved in the black lives matters movement. The movement is a global organization that focusses on ensuring that black people are not subjected to violence and demise. The main objective of the movement is to intervene in cases of violence afflicted on the black community either by vigilant or any state department. The organization mobilizers consider themselves as a group of liberators who operate internationally and are aimed to ensure that no black person will die unjustly. It also focuses on ensuring that justice is served to those who are murdered against the law.
	The black lives matters movement began in the year 2013 in social media. The initial reason was to criticize the police shooting of Trayvon Martin an African American in February 2012 (Garza, Tometi, & Cullors, 2014). In the year 2014, the movement becomes more popular on the street following various responses by the society on the murder of several African Americans. For example, after the death of Michael brown protestors in Ferguson walked on the streets under the chapter to ensure justice is given to the black people. Since then the movement has become a massive international organization that not only fights against black police brutality but the general social injustice toward black people.  
	Currently, the organization is an international institution with several black people joining from all over the world. The objective of the organization is to ensure that society creates a power that will be effective in fighting social injustice in the community. The organization has become popular and established a website where black people could learn about the purpose of the organization and join to work as one community (Sri, 2017). In the USA the organization has created a room whereby the heterosexual, gay, black and cisgender men unite together as one and move toward establishing social changes. The organization encourage the movement to strongly oppose these injustice weather with recognition or not. 
	The BLM movement objective is in support of my stand-in beliefs and code of conduct. I believe that human life is important and sacred. Therefore, people should not have a right to kill others without being punished despite their position in politics or who they are in society. Moreover, I believe all people are equal and should be treated as such by the law without favors. The current society considers do not treat people of color similar the white they are killed on the streets, treated worse on the court of law and they are more unemployed and those who are employed are paid less. Therefore, it is my privilege to be a part of the society that is focused on ensuring that this social injustice is abolished in the country and the entire world.
Taking rests 
Christians follow God’s example when they take rests. God created the world and everything in it in six days and on the seventh day he rested. This is an encouragement to not overwork our bodies by being at work every day. Our bodies are the temples of the Holy spirit. We are thus obligated to take care of them by having enough sleep, eating healthy and boosting our energy. On the same note, when time comes, we should retire from work to enjoy rest and give employment opportunities to other people. Denying ourselves rest may lead to health complications (Cloud, 2006). Days when we rest can be set aside for worship or fun activities we enjoy.
Having a pure heart.
Christian leaders are the custodians of biblical teachings. This is why they constantly encourage followers to have a pure heart that is free from spite, envy, jealousy and ill intentions (Shapiro etal Jacqueline 2016). The bible warns against coveting our neighbor’s property (Exodus 20:17). King David coveted another man’s wife; an action that led to him committing another sin. He made sure the woman’s husband died at battle so he could have her. Not being contented with what may give us the urge to steal. In the book of Psalms, David asks God to create in him a clean heart and renew the right spirit within him. from this, we learn that coveting is destructive and is a sign that we do not trust God to provide for us.
Love for God and others 
Jesus summarized the ten commandments into love for God and love for one another. God has given us free will to chose whether we want to follow his teachings or not. It is thus our moral responsibility to be aware of what pleases God and what doesn’t. Acts of charity and compassion as well as respecting one another goes a long way in showing love for our neighbors. Christian leadership ethics encourages applying the commandments of love in our day to day lives.
Conclusion 
In conclusion, God has given us the ability to discern whether something is morally right or wrong. This is why modern Christians have divergent views towards some issues. It goes without saying that despite our opinions, we need to base our arguments from the bible. The ten commandments and other teachings should be a guide to our moral judgement. The clergy and other religious elders need to lead by example by practicing purity of heart and love for one another. Good leadership entails practicing what you preach by not pretending or hiding behind the church. As Christians, we need to remember that every time we follow God’s word, we please him. It is for this reason that our actions should be oriented towards pleasing him.
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